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FIRST	OF	ALL,	I	would	like	to	congratulate	CLACSO-APISA-CODES-
RIA	 for	 the	 organization	 of	 this	 unique	 and	 important	 event	 and	 I	
want	thank	Ciska	Raventós	Vorst,	my	colleague	at	the	Social	Sciences	
Research	Institute	of	the	Universidad	de	Costa	Rica,	for	her	invitation	
to	 come	here	and	comment	on	 this	 interesting	paper.	Last,	but	not	




My first point is this
This	paper,	 from	a	 theoretical	point	of	view,	 falls	within	 the	mains-
tream	approach	for	 the	study	of	 the	third	wave	of	democratization,	
known	as	the	 transition/consolidation paradigm.	This	wave	began	in	













the	book	 edited	by	Guillermo	O´Donnell,	 Philippe	C.	Schmitter	 and	
Lawrence	Whitehead,	Transitions from Authoritarian Rule (96).	A	de-
cade	later,	these	efforts	were	further	explored	through	two	new	books	
devoted	to	the	problems	of	democratic	consolidation:	Consolidating the 
Third Wave Democracies. Themes and Perspectives and	Consolidating 




of	 this	kind	was	 the	 replacement1	 in	979	of	 the	Somoza	authorita-
rian	regime	by	the	sandinistas	in	Nicaragua.	Immediately	after	that,	








concluded	with	 the	 signing	of	Peace	Accords	 in	Guatemala	 in	Dec-
ember	of	the	latter	year.	All	this	included	civil	wars	within	countries,	
the	low	intensiy	war	against	the	sandinistas	in	Nicaragua	held	by	the	
Reagan	Administration	 (9-99)	 in	 the	United	States,	 as	well	 as	









occurred	when	 democratization	 resulted	 largely	 from	 joint	 action	 by	 government	
































My second point is this
As	we	all	know,	Juan	Linz	stated	(990)	that	democracies	with	a	par-
liamentary	system	of	government	are	more	durable	than	others	with	









My third point is
Uruguay	was	the	first	country	in	the	world	to	establish	state	funding	

























And my last point is this one
When	I	read	the	paper	and	took	into	account	the	factors	that	the	au-










sed	by	a	 real	 innovative	one:	 the	creation	 in	994	of	 the	 Inter-Party	
Advisory	Committee	(IPAC).	I	think	that	it	was	a	brilliant	political	idea,	
given	the	circumstances	of	Ghana	after	the	elections	of	99	and	the	






In	 some	 cases	 in	Central	America,	when	guerrillas	 transformed	
themselves	into	political	parties	and	signed	Peace	Accords,	as	occurred	
in	99	in	El	Salvador,	the	Frente	Farabundo	Martí	para	la	Liberación	
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and	Hung-mao	Tien,	Consolidating the Third Wave Democracies. 
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